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President’s Message
Brothers, as we approach our 40th Fiesta, we should all be thankful for the club’s founders, their efforts, and their determination to succeed.  They experienced challenges but they did not give up nor lose sight of the objective.  This Fiesta provides an opportunity to recognize our veterans and their sacrifice.  The Fiesta provides an opportunity for us to shine in the community as the premier home grown Round Rock civic organization.  This Fiesta will succeed and contribute in the funding of our scholarship program. While the economy may be sluggish, the club has awarded $64,000 in scholarships to our college bound area youth.  This is a fantastic accomplishment.  The club needs each and every one of you all to talk up, promote, and work the event.  
The second part of my message is that we are heading toward elections of community leaders.  As a civic organization, we must not forget the privilege of our vote.  Inform yourselves of our candidates, their positions or platforms, and their respective voting records or actions.  Vote, our children are counting on you to do so.

Breakfast Tacos this month are compliments of Val Velasquez.

                                     Amistad Agenda – May 3, 2009

I.    
Invocation 
II.    
Pledge of allegiance
III.    
Minutes
IV.    
Recognition of 1st time visitors & 2nd time returning visitors
V.    
Treasurer’s Report *  
VI.    
Census bureau representative
VII.    
New Bank representative
VIII.    
2009 Fiesta Amistad Updates
IX.    
Clubhouse Maintenance
X.    
Work Day – Fiesta 
XI.    
2009 Scholarships Updates / Changes – Gordon Perez 
XII.    
Update on Land Sale Listing – David or Mario Carlin
XIII.    
Old Business
XIV.    
New Business
XV.   
 Adjournment
* until all of the results of our Fiesta are in, Funding Requests have been suspended.
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Minutes of Meeting

April 5, 2009

The meeting was called to order by President Mike Pavlik.  Tom Lopez led us in the prayer.  Chris Bratton led the pledge of allegiance.  There were 38 members present. 

Minutes of the previous meeting: On a motion by Harry Castro and a 2nd by Ricardo Olvera, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved unanimously.

Guests: at this point of the meeting, the proceedings were interrupted to introduce two candidates for the Round Rock City Council, Place 5.  Craig Morgan and John Morman addressed the members about their candidacy.  Elections are to be held on Saturday, May 9th, 2009.

Treasurer’s report: Brig Mireles reported that we had made the final transfer from the Edward Jones account to our general fund and that account has been closed.  Brig also stated that we had deposited booth fees several vendors.  On a motion by Jesus Franco, 2nd by Tom Lopez, the treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.
Bank relationships: Pres. Pavlik reported that we had obtained a loan from Regions Bank in the amount of $50,000.  We had applied for a line of credit, but instead were given a loan.  We paid back $5,000 that was due from last year.  An assessment will be made to determine what we need to fund the Fiesta and the rest will be returned back to the bank.  David Carlin reported that he had explored a sponsorship relation with Jon Sloan at First Texas Bank that is very promising.
Brig stated that all of our financial records are available for the members to review each month and that he would welcome any reviews.  Brig Mireles moved that we give authority to the president to move our account if necessary.  Motion was 2nd by Raymond DeLeon and was approved on a unanimous vote.
Web-site changes: Pres. Pavlik reported that both headline entertainers want top billing on our website.  Pres. Pavlik also stated that several area hotels and motels are making a special rate available to our Fiesta guests.  Those businesses are listed on our website.  Alex Alvarado asked who would be handling the radio advertisement.  Andy Martinez responded that he and Val Velasquez were working with Univision radio.  Andy also reported on the Cinco de Mayo event that is being sponsored by Univision and we should have a presence at that event.  Ron Sauceda and Carlos Gonzalez volunteered to be at the event.
Fiesta updates: ►The Fiesta posters are ready and members are encouraged to take some with them.  ►Ben Salazar reported that Wag-a-Bag and Reddy Ice would provide the ice at no cost.  ►Jim Torres stated that the City of Round Rock will provide decorations for the opening ceremony.  We will use the Baca center for the veterans and VIPs meal.  ►George Shy reported that everything is in process for the flyover during the opening ceremonies.  ►Omar Morales asked when the street construction would be completed.  Construction will be ongoing during Fiesta and parking will be limited, but all of the construction equipment will be moved.  ►Larry Canales reported that ten members were TABC certified at the last class.  Any member needing to be certified would need to attend the class at Antonio’s restaurant in Round Rock.  

Bingo certification:  Oscar Perez reported that 17 members went to the onsite class to receive their bingo certification and the rest will do so online.  Oscar also acknowledged the death of Carol Davis who was instrumental in getting us into bingo and did a lot for the club.  Oscar also mentioned that Gary Coleman will be the new bingo coordinator.  David Carlin recognized Homer Sanchez, Oscar Perez and Brig Mireles for all that they have done and will continue to do for our bingo.  Homer was the individual who alerted us to the bingo opportunity.  Oscar Perez moved that we authorize the payment of $25 to each individual who attended the class and to have the funds expensed out of the bingo account of the Lottery Commission approves.  Harry Castro 2nd the motion and it was approved on a unanimous vote.
Land sale update: David Carlin reported that the phones have started to ring again but that the mentality is that they will usually offer less than the asking price.  David stated that we had turned the corner but we need to hold on a little longer.
Scholarship committee report:  Gordon Perez presented the 2009 scholarship committee recommendation to award a total of $52,000 to those deserving students.  Oscar Perez made a motion to accept the recommendation of the committee as presented, motion was 2nd by Omar Morales.  Motion was later amended to increase the total amount to be awarded to $64,000.  The amendment motion was accepted by Omar.  The motion was approved on a split vote.  Members serving on this committee included Jose Puente, Omar Morales, Paul Morin and Harry Castro.

Old Business

Funding request: A request for funding for the RRISD Hispanic Heritage Celebration Academic Excellence Awards: motion by Gordon Perez to donate $200 for 2008 and $200 for 2009.  Motion received a 2nd by Harry Castro and received a unanimous vote. 
Announcements: Val Velasquez announced that he would be providing the breakfast tacos for the May meeting.

With there being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by:

Isaac Lopez

Secretary

Round Rock El Amistad Club   

ilopez99@verizon.net      512-864-1340  

www.elamistadclub.com 
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May 2009 Newsletter
Greetings:
Happy Cinco de Mayo!  This month brings our feature event of the year to the forefront, Fiesta Amistad.  By all indications, this should be a banner year for us, attendance and profits wise.  The entertainment lineup should bring us the guests, weather permitting, of course.  This 40th anniversary of Fiesta Amistad may bring us record attendance.  We, as a club, are deeply indebted to those members who were there from day one; who were present for the very first Fiesta, and there quite a few still around.  It would be fitting, and appropriate, for the administration to recognize those members during the opening ceremonies, which were present at the beginning.  The names Carlin, DeLeon, Hernandez, Lopez, Perez, Salazar; for some reason, ring a bell.  Those were some of the folks, who along with J.R. Molina, had a vision that is still apparent today.  The best tribute we can give to those founding members is to make this the best Fiesta ever!  Will you do your part?
April meeting: The major discussion during this meeting was concerning bingo and the new regulations that were required by the Texas Lottery Commission.  All of the current bingo operators are required to attend a day long certification class.  The majority of our faithful bingo operators attended this class.  The rest will be certified online.  What a great group of dedicated members.  Also, at this meeting, the membership voted to have our president pursue the changing of our banking relationship.  We have been with Regions bank for some time, but lately have received a very warm reception from a competing bank.  Also, at this meeting, we were made aware of the death of Carol Davis, who, along with Homer Sanchez, was instrumental in getting us involved with bingo. 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS;  

· May 3rd, 2009 - Monthly meeting. 10:00 AM Baca Center
· May 23rd & 24th, 2009 - Fiesta Amistad 2008, McConico – Baca Complex
· June 7th, 2009 Monthly meeting. 10:00 AM McConico Bldg
· July 12th, 2009 Monthly meeting. 10:00 AM McConico Bldg
· August 2nd, 2009 Monthly meeting. 10:00 AM McConico Bldg
· September 13th, 2009 Monthly meeting. 10:00 AM McConico Bldg
· October 4th, 2009 Monthly meeting. 10:00 AM McConico Bldg
· November 1st, 2009 Monthly meeting. 10:00 AM McConico Bldg
· December 6th, 2009 Monthly meeting. 10:00 AM McConico Bldg
Birthday wishes: to Daniel Chavez on 5/9, Joe Gonzalez on 5/23, and Mike Pavlik on 5/28.  !FELIZ CUMPLEANOS!
Happy Wedding Anniversary:  Happy wedding anniversary to Raymond and Henrietta DeLeon on May 14th and Jesus and Martha Chavez on May 31st.  !Felicidades!
Election Day: Saturday, May 9th is Election Day for all local city and school elections.  Early voting is currently underway until May 5th.  Voting is a right and a privilege.  Do your part, cast your ballot.  Just a side note on elections: it was also forty years ago that the first Hispanic was elected to Round Rock ISD board of trustees.
Amistad shirts: Quality Monogramming, etc., is a business that is owned by member Carlos Gonzalez and his wife Cindy.  They are offering for sale to the members, shirts and caps with the club logo.  These are a higher quality shirt than any of the previous ones that we have had.  They are designed to be more comfortable while working in heat and humidity like we usually have at Fiesta.  This is the same type of material that is marketed under the Under Armour and Nike labels, but at a lesser price.  They are offering a 25% discount to the members as well as a 20% donation of all sales to the club.  Carlos will be available to take orders at the next meeting or you can contact Carlos at iamdelun5@yahoo.com or 512-576-2512.
Mother’s Day: Sunday, May 10th is Mother’s Day.  Go ahead, spoil your mom; or if not, your children’s mom.  If your mom has gone to her eternal rest, visit her gravesite and say a prayer for her.  No question.  Moms are special!  It was mom that brought us into this world!  ! Madre mia, dame tu bendicion!

[image: image4.wmf]
A little humor: So after landing my new job as a Wal-Mart greeter, a good find for many retirees, I lasted less than a day...... 

About two hours into my first day on the job a very loud, unattractive, mean-acting woman walked into the store with her two kids, Yelling obscenities at them all the way through the entrance.  As I had been instructed, I said pleasantly, “Good morning and welcome to Wal-Mart. Nice children you have there. Are they twins?” The ugly woman stopped yelling long enough to say, “Hell no, they ain’t twins. The oldest one’s 9, and the other one’s 7.  Why the hell would you think they’re twins? Are you blind, or just stupid?”  So I replied, “I’m neither blind nor stupid, Ma’am, I just couldn’t believe someone slept with you twice. Have a good day and thank you for shopping at Wal-Mart.”  

My supervisor said I probably wasn’t cut out for this line of work. 

FYI: A survey conducted as part of the Hispanic Quality of Life Initiative by the City of Austin was published in The Austin American Statesman recently.  The survey results were quite interesting and should be of some concern to all of us.  We could expect to see similar results in Williamson County.  For beginners, the median income for a Hispanic family was $40,230, less than half of an Anglo family.  The poverty rate for Hispanics was 23.1%, twice the Anglo rate.  The unemployment rate was 7.5%, almost twice the Anglo rate.  The attainment rate of a bachelor degree was 15.4%, only about a fourth of the Anglo rate.  The alarming thing about this information is that by the year 2020, the Hispanic and Anglo population in Austin will be split almost evenly.  You could conclude, after studying these results, that an increase in the bachelor degree attainment rate among Hispanics would see a resulting increase in the median income and a reduction in their poverty and unemployment rates.  Do we need further proof of the need for us to continue our mission?
Our next meeting is this Sunday, May 3rd at 10:00 AM at the Baca Center, next door to the McConico Municipal building.  Parking will be available in the parking garage and the elevators will be operating.  Breakfast tacos will be available and they are being provided courtesy of member Val Velasquez.  C U Sunday!
Isaac Lopez 

Secretary & Newsletter Editor

Round Rock El Amistad Club   
ilopez99@verizon.net    512-864-1340 
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